
Introduction
Since Ja/rnes Oglethorpe settled, Georg'ia i,n

1733, agriculture has played a mujor ro\e i,n the
economic deueloyment and progrressi.on of the
state. While cotton serued as fa,r'mers' ma'instay
for many aears, the mouemuntfor di,uersificatirnt
was promoted after the Ci,uil War. This mouemenl
prom,pted nLana farmws, in spite of uarious
obstacles, to pu,rsue the produ,ctinn of l'iaestock,
poultry, naua| stores, bees and a uariety of uege-
table and horti,cuLtural crops.

Some of these endeauors, sunh as the broiler
'i,ndustry, proued most successful, while others,
such as rice and sugar cane production, haue
declined through the years. Yet, each of these conl.-
modi"ties has contributnd to the strength and diuer-
sity of Georgia's present agricultural str'u,cture.

"Agricu\ture is the most healthy, the most usefu|
and the most noble employmmt of man," noted
George Washington, farmer and first pres'id,ent of
our nation. No matter how urbanized and indus-
trialized Georgia becomes, agriculture uill
remain a uital part of the state's future progress
and success.
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