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Peanuts
Si t t ing by the roodside on o summer day,

Chot t ing wi th  my messmotes,  poss ing t ime away,
Ly ing in  the shodow underneoth the t rees,
Goodness, how delicious, eoting goober peos.

[ChorusJ
Peosl  Peos!  PeosJ Eot ing goober  peos.
Goodness,  how del ic ious,  eot ing goober  peos,

Aithough peonuts curent ly  ronk
os the top cosh crop in  Georgio,  i t
hos on. ly  been in th is  century thot
the commodi ty  gained economic
importonce in the stote.  Pr ior  to  the
790o's,  peonut  product ion wos l imi t -
ed to on occosionol  potch on p lonto-
t ions where they were ut i l ized os
livestock feed.

ln 7846 for  exomple,  the edi tor  of
the Albony Patr io t  recommended
feeding unhorvested peonuts to hogs
os o subst i tu te for  corn.  By us ing
peonuts lor  food,  he bel ieved thot
the stote 's  pork could be produced
cheoper thon Tennessee pork which
wos sei l ing at  three ond o hol f  cents
o pound.  By the lo te 7800's,  hog pro-
ducers hod devoted about  700,000
acres of  peonuts for  groz ing pur-
poses.

Peonu ts  become on  impor ton t
humon stople dur ing the Civ i l  Wor
when t roops of  the Southern Confe-
deracy gave out  of  f  ood.  Some c lo im
thol  Union sold iers o iso took o l ik-

ing to the Southern "ground peo"
dur ing the Wor.

By Wor ld War I ,  peonuts were
considered on importont  commer-
c ia l  crop in  some sect ions of  the
not ion os o resul t  o f  the develop-
ment  of  improved mochinery for
growing ond hondl ing,  increosed
knowledge of  thei r  food value to
humons  ond  l i ves tock  ond  the  d i s -
covery of  new uses for  them, por t ic-
u lor iy  in  the food industry .

It was the orrivoi of the boll wee-
v i l  in  southwest  Georgio thot  en-
couroged formers to p lant  peonuls
for commercio.l purposes in obout
1915.  This insect  invosion,  o iong
with high prices offered for vegeto-
b le o i is  dur ing Wor ldWar I  actual ly
coused peonut production to increose
ten fo ld f rom 79L6 to 7979.  The
shorp increose in production prompt-
ed the f  i rs t  commercio l  feonut  shel -
i ing foc i l i t ies bui l t  in  1.91.6 in  Edison
and Cordele. That y eor, 5 6,000 ocres
of  peonuts were horvested.  The fo l -
lowing yeor ,  acreage increosed lo
195,000 ocres.

Dur ing thef  o l lowingtwo decades,
peonuf  ocreage ond product ion con-
t inued to s teadi ly  grow. More than
300,000 ocres were p lonted in  the
Iate 7920's and over 500,000 ocres in
the Jote '30 's .  Georgio led the not ion
in peonut  product ion in  most  of
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