Around the Gardens

Painted Tongue
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Perhaps you’ve seen a few striking plants strategically located in containers around the Gardens or at The John A. Sibley Center.  Look closely and you’ll see how the name Painted Tongue came to be.  The trumpet-shaped flowers often have interesting veining in a contrasting color – as if an artist has brushed it on.  
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Botanically known as Salpiglossis sinuata, Painted Tongue is native to Chile and a member of the Nightshade Family (Solanaceae).  That’s the same family as potato, tomato and tobacco.  These annuals (living only one season) look a little like fancy petunias.  There are many varieties of this plant that may be colored purple, crimson, yellow, violet, blue, or rose.

Painted Tongue can be little tricky to grow in our area.  They prefer full sun or a little shade, and moderate temperatures. Flowering is best in cool weather.  They do not like heat, cold, heavy soils, dry sandy soils, or too much water.  They form neat bunches that grow 1 to 3 feet high.   Outdoors, they need a sunny, sheltered spot out of the wind.  Thanks to the Production Staff at the Sibley Center, we can enjoy these beautiful flowers at just the right time for Spring! 
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