
Muscadines
Unlike some exotic hort iculturo/ crops which
were introduced to Georgia f or cult ivation, early
sef t iers /ound the natiue muscodin e grope grow_
ing obundant ly  throughout  the s tote.

Muscodine gropes ore considered
a " t rue"  southern / ru i t .  The scun_
pe rnong ,  o  muscod ine  va r i e t y  i s
bel ieved to have or ig inoted in  Ter-
rell County, North Coroli na, occord-
ing to Aubrey Owen,  sectetarv-
t reosurer  of  the Georgio Muscodine
Growers Associot ion.  The f  ru i t  was
p robob l y  nomed  fo r  t he  nea rbv
Scuppernong River .  Since musco_
dines were primarily f ound neor ojd
Indion set tJements in  eor ly  Georgia,
it is thought that the Indians iere
responsib.le f or bringing the fruit
into the state.

^Many early settlers in Ceorgia were
of European origin, so thiv were
notura l ly  in terested in  win l  mok_
ing. Vines of native gropes,however,
t ended  to  g row  h igh  i n fo  t r ees .
Becouse the fuuit was diff icult to
horvest  in  lorge quont i t ies f  or  wine
rnoking.  i t  wos of  ten le f  t  to  be eaten
by b i rds and wi ld  onimo. ls .  As o
resu.lt, eaily settlers turned their
ot tent ion to imported grape var ie_
ties from Fronce, ltaly and other
countr ies.  Unf  or tunate ly ,  these im_
ports  d id not  thr ive in  lhe i r  new
cl imate.  ?he smolJ omount  of  wine
they d id monoge to produce wos
descr ibed os,  "sod stu i f ,  and b i t ter ,
rather the.juice of the stalk than of
the grape."

Around 7876,  Thomas McCal I
o/  Lourens County begon exper i_
men t i ng  w i th  w ine  mok ing  i r om
native gropes. His wine is clojmed
to have been f amous in mony surround_
ing communi t ies.  In  7826,  he oro_

duced 860 gol lons from his two acre
v ineyord .

In  the  mid  7800 's ,  o  su i tob le  w ine
morket did not exist in Georgio. For
exomp.le, in 7845, lames Horslev of
Upson County ,  made lo rge  qua 'n t i -
t ies of scuppernong wine, but the
p oor m ar ket ult  imat ely disco u roged
h im.  About  th is  t ime,  o  .o . . " roond-
e n t  w i t h  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C u l t i v a t o r
wto te ,  " .  consumers  o f  w ine  in
th is  s to te  w i l l  scarce ly  be  induced
to pref er domeslic unless it were off er_
e d  t o  t h e m  u n d e r  s o m e  o u t l o n J i s h
nome or  un in te l l ig ib le  b rond. , ,  Some
even occused the  Nor thern  s to tes  o f
buy  ingSout  hern  w ine ,  adu l te ra t ing
i t  in  the i r  ce l lo rs ,  ond send ins  i t
b o c k  t o  t h e  S o u t h  u n d e r  t h e i r  i J b e l
fo r  o  subs ton t ia l  p ro f i t .

ln 1848, Chor. les Axt, a Germon
vtne  grower ,  se t tJed  jn  Augusto  ond
estob i i shed v  ineyords .  H i  be l iev  ed
that with proper mono gement, Geor_
gta v ineyards w ould excel l  Bv 18 S S.
h is  e f  f  o r ts  were  rewarded when h is
grope ond w ine  proved to  be  on  ou t -
s tond ing  senso l ion  a t  the  At lan ta
Foir.  His success in wtne makins.
rece ived /u r ther  recogn i t ion  in  C in l
c innat i  in  1BS9 when h is  Geors , ia
w ine  o f  the  1 .857 v in tage rece i ied
wide  acc la im ond o  h igher  p r ice
thon Oh io  w ines .

Dur ing  lhe  some t ime peach pro_
duction began to f lourish in GLor_
g ia ,  a f  ew odventurous  fo rmers  t r ied
to  commerc id ize  grapes .  The Wor
was hardly over beforc o compaign
was init iated to encouroge more

t


