
Peaches
Peoches hove been o t rodemork of  Ceorg ia f  or  a

, long t ime.  The state was among the f i rs t  to
become involved in  the commerc io l  peoch indus-
try during the '1.800's.

Peoches  were  i nc luded  i n  t he
Trustee 's  Gorden on the coost  dur-
ing Ogiethorpe's  t ime in the 7730's.
Eorly settlers continued to grow
them successfu l ly  throughout  Geor-
g io 's  co lonio l ,per iod.  By 7800,  there
were o f  ew large orchords in  Wi lkes
County ond other  upcountry oreos.
Some formers ore soid to hove hod
os  mony  os  5000  l r ees .

Becouse the f ru i t  wos h ighly  per i -
shoble, early orchards were estob-
l ished pr imor i ly  f  or  home use.  Un-
improved seedl ings p lanted dur ing
th is  t ime y ie lded f ru i t  that  was
of ten hord ond b i t ter .  Peoches were
usuol ly  used to prov ide food for
hogs ond moke brondy.

Due to the increosing in terest  in
cot ton,  mony orchords were neg-
lected or  pushed up to moke more
room for  cot ton.  However wi th the
exponsion of  the ro i l rood provid ing
p r o s p e c t s  f o r  o u t s i d e  m o r k e t s ,
peoches become more oppeol ing to
Georgio formers.

In 7845, on editoriol oppeored in
the  Sou the rn  Cu l t i va to r  recom-
mending thot  formers locoted neor
ro i J roods  l eod ing  to  mo jo r  c i t i es
grow peaches on their poor sondy
soi i  to  supply those morkets.

Robert Neison, o po.l it icol ref ugee
from Denmork,  estobl ished Troup
H i l l  Nu rse ry  i n  Macon  i n  7882 .
Unl ike nor thern nurserymen who
grew peaches from seeds, Nelson
ins is ted thot  more uni form peoches
could be produced by graf t ingfrom
porent stock. His skil. l  in fruit prop-

ogot ion,  o long wi th h is  encouroge-
ment  of  commercio l  peoch produc-
t ion in  middle Georgia,  p layed o
mojor  ro le in  s t imulot ing th is  indus-
t ry  in  ontebel lum Georgio.

The commercio l  peoch industry
ropidly exponded in the decode fo,l-
Iowing 1850.  In 7851,  R. l .  Moses
shipped o bosket  of  peoches to New
York f irst by stage to Macon, rail to
Sovonnoh, and finally steomer to
New York. He received $50 f or the
shipment .  Pleosed wi th h is  exper i -
ment ,  Moses exponded h is  orchord.
After the completion of the roi. lrood
to  Co iumbus ,  he  con t i nued  to  sh ip
extensively  to New York.  His soles
reoched $7soo in 1867

Al though the Civ i l  Wor put  the
ropid ly  exponding peoch industry
temporarily on hold, after the war
the stote cont inued in commercio l
production. The developm ent of new
ond super ior  peoch vor iet ies p loyed
on importont  ro ie in  th is  exponsion.

The Elber to peoch,  developed by
Somuel  Rumph of  Morshol lv i l le  in
7872,  was perhops the most  fomous
ond popu. lor  of  these new vor ie l ies.
Nomed for  h is  wi f  e ,  the Elber to wos
o sensol ion on the nor thern morket .
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No other  vor iet ies could be com-
pored wi th i t  in  co lor ,  s ize,  and
quo l i t y .

LewisH. RumPh, olso of Morsholl-
vil le, developed the Ceorgio Belle

ond E.W. Hiley of Fort VolleY hod

the lorgest orchord in Georgio os
wel l  os the wor ld dur ing thot  t ime'
There were oPProximoteIY 350'000
trees cover ing o lond areo of  over
2000 acres. He emPloYed over 800
pickers dur ing the seoson.

Unfortunotely, Georgio wos not
the only s tote exPonding in  the
indus t r y .  S im i l o r  expons ion  oc ross
the not ion resul ted in  overproduc-

tion ond Iow prices. The Depression
of 7929 only mode motters worse.

Fol lowing the DePression,  Pro-
duc t i on  f e l l  sho rp l y  due  to  o  se r i es
of  bod crop yeors ond bod weother .
In 7950, production fell to aas'ooo
bushels,  the smol lest  horvest  re-

corded by the Ceorgio CroP RePorl-
ing Serv ice s ince i t  wos estobl ished
in  1908 .

Georgio hos since recovered from
the bod yeors. Although rio longer
the not ion 's  top producer,  i t  is  s t i l l
known os the "Peoch State" ond the

fru i t  remoins one of  Geotg ia 's  toP
hort icu l turo l  croPs.



Indigo
Although no longer grown in Georgio, indigo

was one of  the f i rs t  commerc io l  crops produced in
the s tote.  Dur ing co lonio l  l imes,  the ind igo p lont
wes o primary source of the deep blue dye, indigo,
used to color cotton and wool.

Georgio 's  ind igo industry  begon
bock in  the 7740's when the p lont
wos d iscussed dur ing a meet ing of
the Trustees. Botonist, Robert Mil|er
in formed the group thot  ind igo wos
better suited for Ceorgia's climote
thon colonies fur ther  North.  Short ly
thereafter, indigo p,lontings fiour-
ished o iong t i re  s tote 's  coost .  The
crop wos wel l -estob, l ished o long the
Ogeechee  R ive r  ond  the  coos to l
is londs by 7750.

Unl ike r ice,  which requi red ted-
ious,  exper ie nced lobor  a long wi th a
substont io i  cash out loy,  ind igo pro-
duct ion could be pursued on o 1o--
i ly  scole.  The seeds usuol ly  were
obto ined f rom Guotemolo ond p lont-
ed oround the end of  March.  The
crop wos horvested for  processing
when i t  reoched fu l l  b , loom opprox-
imotely four months of ter plonting.

The average y ie ld was normol ly  o
l i t t le  more than 40 pounds per  ocre.
With Geor ig io 's  long growing seo-
son,  p lont ings were of ten stoggered
in order  to obto in os mony os three
cut t ings dur ing o seoson.

Although cultivotion of indigo wos
no t  d i f  f  i cu l t ,  p rocess in  g  wos  on
involved,  dreoded tosk;  the sto lks
were c la imed to hove g iven of f  an
of fensive,  s ickening odor.  The ter-
r ib le odor  ond f l ies ossocioted wi th
processing the sto, lks prompted the
Commons House Assembiy to re-
qui re the res idue f romthe p ionts be
burned or  destroved.

Two wooden vats (12 feet  squore
by f our ond ho.lf feet deep) were
needed to process the indigo. After
horvest ,  s to lks were p loced in o
"steeper"  vat .  Here,  fermentol ion
was completed in  72 to 15 hours.
The p lonts were then p ioced in o
"bot tery"  vat  and st i r red ond ogi -
toted unt i l  o  b lu ish precip i ta te re-
sul ted.  L ime woter  wos odded to
occelerote the f ormation of this pre-
cipitate; once formed. lhe mixture
was a l lowed to set t le  e ight  to  ten
hours.

T o complete processing, w oter w os
droined f rom the vat  leaving the
precip i to te on the bot tom; th is  wos
s t ro ined  ond  p ressed  un t i l  i t  wos
woter  f  ree.  The dr ied indigo wos cut
in to two inch squore p ieces ond
dr ied in  o specio, l  bu i ld ing.

I n d i g o  b l o c k s  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y
turned three to four  t imes doi ly  to
prevent  rot t ing ond to check for
insect  in festot ion.  The f in ished pro-
duct  was determined by the mer-
chonts by observ ing the c. loseness
of  the gro ins ond the degree of  br i l -
l ionce of  the v io let  b lue.

Indigo pods


