
Pecans
Compared with other orchord crops, Georgio's

pecan industry  is  re lo t ive ly  new. I t  hos developed
from smoll three ond four tree orchards to i ts
presenf  mogni tude pr imor i ly  dur ing th is  century.

The pecon is  not ive to the Uni ted
Stotes,  or ig inot ing in  t f ie  Miss is-
sippi Volley region. Like mony other
crops,  the nuts were probobly in t ro-
duced to Georgia by the Indions,

North Amer icon Indions ore soid
to  hove  pounded  pecon  ke rne l s ,
odded them to boi l ing water  and
used the mixture os seosoning for
food.  The mixture o lso wos used to
th icken venison broth,  seoson hom-
iny ond in some coses o l lowed to
ferment  on in tox icot ing dr ink popu-
ior  in  t r ibo l  fest iv i t ies.  Eventual ly ,
the not ives in t roduced pecons to
early settlers ond begon exchonging
the nuts for trinkets ond tools.

Georgio 's  commercio l  pecon pro-
duct ion begon dur ing the lo te 7800's.
In 7886,  the Southern Cul t ivator
repor fed thot  several  ind iv iduols
successfu l ly  hod produced ond mor-
keted pecans on o smol l  scoie neor
Sovonnoh.  Nelson Ti f t  estobl ished
a 500 t ree orchord in  L887 near
Albany which he exponded to 25oo
trees wi th in two years.  By 7BB9
there w ere 97 acres of pecans plonted
throughout  Georgio compored wi th
7000 ocres in  Miss iss ippi  ond zooo
ocres in  Louis iono.

The yeors 1BB0 through 7900 were
often considered the " Golden Yeors"
o f  ho r t i cu l t u re  i n  t he  Sou th .  G .M.
Bacon of  DeWit t ,  S.W. Peck of  Hort -
wel l ,  ond /omes Ti f t  and l .P.  Gi I I  o f
Albany were considered pioneers in
the eor ly  development  of  Georgio 's
pecon  i ndus t r y .  I n  odd i t i on ,  H ,P .
Stuckey,  d i rector  of  Ceorgia 's  Agr i -

cu l t u ro l  Expe r imen t  S to t i on ,  con -
ducted pecon reseorch in  o doy when
the nuts faced on uncer to in future.
The success o l  the sto les '  pecon
industry  con be par t ly  at t r ibuted to
his  eor ly  ef for ts .

As o resui t  o f  the growing interest
i n  t he  pecon  i ndus t r y ,  t he  Sou the rn
Nut  Growers Associot ion wos es-
tobl ished in Albony in  1907.  Later
the group become known os the
Not ionol  Nut  Growers Associot ion.

The Georgia/ Florido Pecan Grow-
ers held thei r  f i rs t  convent ion in
7907 ond cont inued through 1933.
This group was the porent  orgoni-
zot ion for  the Southeostern Pecon
Growers  Assoc io t i on  wh i ch  wos
estobl ished in 7934 ond is  s t i l l  act ive
today,

By 7905,  there were severol  thou-
sond ocres of  pecans ocross the
stote.  These orchords provided a
so i i d  f oundo t i on  f o r  t he  f u r the r
development  of  the industry .

Over 450,000 hod been estoblished
in the Albony area by 1910.  Af ter
thot ,  p lont ings seemed to be cont in-
uous wi th more lhon 7,000,000 t rees
plonted by 1920.  Product ion o lso
increosed from opproximo tely 27,OOO
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