
silk
The si lk industry, usuolly associoted with the

Orient where much of i t  is produced, was one of

Georgio's eorl iest industries.

Of  o l l  t he  exo t i c  P roduc t i ons  i n -
c luded in eor ly  Georgio,  growing
si lk  oppeored to of fer  the greatest
potent io l .  Eng. lond hoped thot  Geor-
g io would be oble to produce enough
si lk  to  re l ieve her  dePendence on
others.  The Trustees were so con-
vinced thot the colony could become
o  mo jo r  s i l k  p roduce r  t ho t  t heY
included o s i lkworm ond o mulberrY
tree on thei r  or ig inol  s to le seol .

The Trustees knew thot  mulberrY
trees, the essentio.l food for silk-
worms,  thr ived in  the stote.  How-
ever ,  they d id not  real ize thot  theY
were the wrong vor ietY;  s i ikworms
pre f  e r red  wh i te  mu ibe r rY  l eoves
rother  thon the not ive vor ietY.

In order  to possess lond,  ear lY
colonists  were requi red to Plont
whi te mulberry t rees on o speci f ied
port ion of  thei r  proPerty '  Loter ,  in

order  to quoi i fy  for  lond,  co lonis ts
hod to show o product ion of  t5
pounds of  s i lk  eoch Year for  evetY
50 ocres of  lond in thei r  possession.
In oddi t ion,  lond owners were requi r -
edtohaveot  leost  one femole f  ami lY
member inst ructed in  the or t  o f  reel '
ing or  winding s i lk .

Coionists  could get  mulberry t rees

f rom the  T rus tees 'Pub l i c  go rden .
The Trustees o. lso h i red I to l ion s i lk
experts  to come to Georgio to in-
st ruct  co ionis ts  in  the or t  o f  s i lk
cul t  ure.

Si lk  product ion wos on in t r icote
p rocess .  A l t hough  no t  o  yeo r - round

fomi ly  enterpr ise,  i t  requi red the
o t ten t i on  o f  two  PeoP le  f o r  two

months bef  ore ond dur ing the sPin-
n ing seoson.

An ounce of silkworms could Po-
ten t i o l l y  p roduce  f  i ve  t o  t en  pounds

o f  s i l k  bu t  t heY  needed  seve ro . l
hundred pounds of  leoves to reoch
motur i ty .  S i lkworms were kePt  on
rocks so thot they could be tended
ond protected f rom the e lements
ond onimols.  This meont  thot  mul-
berry leoves hod to be Picked ond
provided f  or  the worms.  Since one
worm could eot  i ts  own weight  in

. leoves doi ly ,  gother ing them wos o

constont  tosk.
The toto l  feeding t ime los ied oP-

proximoteiy  s ix  weeks.  At  thot  t ime
the  worms  begon  sP inn ing  the i r
cocoons.  When sPinning wos com-
pleted,  the s i lk  bol is  or  cods were
removed  ond  the  ted ious  i ob  o f

unwinding ond reel ing begon.
Cods hod to be Ploced in worm

water ,  and s lowly heoted unt i l  ind i -
v iduol  s i lk  threods become v is ib le
bef  ore unwinding couid begin.  The

end of  the threod wos locoted ond
the f i rs t  few yards were d iscorded
becouse  o f  poo r  quo l i t y .  The  re -
mo in ing  th reod  wos  unwound  ond
reeled by hond.

Reel ing s i lk  wos o d i f f icu l t  Pro-
cess ond requi red indiv iduols who
were employed for  th is  tosk '  But
ut i l iz ing o s imple mochine ond o
chi ld  to d i rect  the threod,  o pound of
s i lk  could be reeled eoch doy.

Over 300 cods were requi red to
produce o pound of  row s i lk .  Not  o l l
o f  the cods wete unwound for  s i lk .


