
Tobacco
Tobacco hos been on in tegro l  por t  o f  Georg ia

ogr icu l ture for  more than 200 yeors.  I t  estob-
l ished Georg io as o vo luoble expor t ing co lony,
rescued formers f rom the boI I  weevi l  ond hos
proven its depend abil i ty os o morketable crop by
odding mi l l ions of  do l lors  onnuol ly  to  s tate agr i -
cu,l turol revenues.

Thomos lef ferson soid Georgio
wouid be on ideol  p lace to grow
tobacco os eor ly  as 7782.  At thet ime
he impl ied thot  the f  er t i le  so i l  ond
worm c. l imote of  our  s tote wou, ld
p rov ide  such  supe r i o r  g row ing  con -
di t ions thot  Mory lond and Virg in io
w o u l d  b e  s u r p o s s e d  i n  t o b o c c o
product ion.

By the lo te lBth century,  Georgio
exported 776,732 pounds of  tobocco.
The gold leaf went to morket over
di r t  roods to the Sovonnoh r iver ,
neor  present-doy Augusto.  By 7797
Georgio ronked th i rd omong south-
ern stotes in  tobocco product ion.

In 77 93,  how ev er ,  the development
of  the cot ton g in coused tobocco
production to decline. Formers could
not  res is t  the temptot ion to p lont
the .lucrotive cotton crop which at
the t ime brought  much h igher  pr ices
thon tobocco.

Formers sti l lgrew enough tobacco

for  thei r  personol  use ond af ter  the
Wor Between the Stotes i t  wos f  re-
quent . ly  the tobocco crop,  o i though
smo l l ,  t ho t  he lped  fo rms  su rv i ve .

By the la te 7800's tobacco was
goin ing populor i ty  but  d id not  regoin
i ts  pre-cot ton stotus unt i l  the oru i -
vol of the boll weevil in the eorly
1900's. With cotton crops devostoted,

formers once again looked to tobacco.
Also, there wos o new morket to
supp l y .  The  i n t roduc t i on  o f  t he

b lended c igare t te  in  7973 c rea ted
increosed demond f  o r  Georg ia  lea f  .

The increosed demond ond improv-
ed technology enabled Georgia to-
bocco former s to grow greoter quon-
t i t ies of tobacco per lcre.

In  7979,  Georg io  p roduced 77 .6

mi l l ion  pounds o f  lea f  on  23 ,800

ocres  w i th  on  overoge y ie ld  per  acre

o f  aBB pounds.  By  7978,725 mi l ion
pounds were  grown on 61 ,000 ocres

averoging 2,060 pounds per ocre.
Severo l  vor ie t ies  o f  tobacco have

been produced in  Georg io .  Warne,  a

heovy coarse variety wasf irst grown

but  the  th inner  f lue-cured  tobocco
rep loced Worne oround the  eor iy

1 9 0 0 ' s .  S u m o t r o ,  o  s h o d e - g r o w n
tobacco used fo r  c igor  wroppers
wos o  popu lor  Georg io -grown lea f  .

By  7900 thousonds o f  Georg io  ocres
were  covered w i th  convos  ten ts  tho t
pro tec ted  the  p lon ts  f rom the  d i rec t
roys  o f  the  sun ond pound ing  ro in .


